Writing Lesson Plan 1 – Workshop task Version

Teacher starts a new topic on ‘my town’ with a Year 8 group.
Teacher provides the objectives for the new topic (for example) “by the end of this topic you will be able to talk about the things you can do in your town and also write to an email to a friend in France”

Activity 1: Teacher asks students to open books and look at information about French towns. Students read short texts about places and activities in a French Town. They note down useful French words and put English equivalents next to them.

Activity 2: Teacher has places in town on a powerpoint. Chorus repetition of different places. Then asks questions about what the places are.

Activity 3: teacher introduces what you can do in the different places. Students write down phrases in French. Teacher asks questions in English : what can you in your town? Students provide responses in English. Teacher writes French versions of some of them on whiteboard.

Activity 4: Students listen to a recording of ‘ma ville’ as being described by some French teenagers. Students fill in a grid with information. After, teacher elicits what they put in each box.
Activity 5: students read an email from a French friend describing his/her town. Teacher asks them to underline certain phrases (industrielle; on peut; il y a; en plein centre) and then to guess their meaning. They then complete a M/C exercise on what the town is like and what you can and cannot do there. 

Activity 6: teacher provides a template based on the incoming email from the French friend for students to write their own version using approx 100 words. They are encouraged to use a dictionary.

Activity 7: peer feedback (pairs swap to compare) on whether they have put all the information that they could have done and students make revisions. Teacher takes in draft and provides feedback by correcting spelling and grammatical mistakes using a ‘key’ system. Teacher returns writing to students.
Writing Lesson Plan 2 – Workshop Task Version

Teacher starts a new topic by ‘doing writing’ with a  Year 8 group
Teacher says: We’re going to do some writing about (e.g.) ‘my town’, ‘ma ville’. We are going to do this in stages and after each stage I’m going to give you some feedback on how well you have done. The final target is to write at least 100 words in French/Spanish etc.

NB: apart from stage 1 and (possibly stage 3) all this can be done for homework.

Stage 1: 

Activity: Individually, students brainstorm in L2 (10 minutes?)

Feedback: Teacher provides individual feedback (written or oral) on how much language they were able to recall which matches the task requirements. Also corrects some or all mistakes.
Stage 2

Activity: Students write 100 words in L1 of what they would like to say. (15 minutes?)

Feedback: Teacher provides individual feedback (written or oral) on how realistic they have selected the ideas that they want to write about

Stage 3

Activity: Students make the L1 text simpler in preparation for first L2 draft.

Feedback: Teacher walks round and provides quick oral feedback as to whether they are ready to produce first L2 draft
Stage 4

Activity: Students begin to write first draft. They have in front of them their first brainstorm, all teacher feedback, a bilingual dictionary, writing strategy check sheets.

Feedback: (1) use peer feedback sheet for comments on content. (2) teacher selects 3 or 4 mistakes s/he wishes the student to ‘deal with’. Underlines them, and hands out the ‘reaction to teacher feedback sheet’ which is then collected in.
Writing Lesson Plan 2 – expanded version (for giving out after task)
Teacher starts a new topic by ‘doing writing’! With Year 8!

Teacher says: We’re going to do some writing about (e.g.) ‘my town’, ‘ma ville’. We are going to do this in stages and after each stage I’m going to give you some feedback on how well you have done. The final target is to write at least 100 words in French/Spanish etc.

NB: apart from stage 1 and (possibly stage 3) all this can be done for homework.

Stage 1: 

Activity: Individually, students brainstorm in L2 (10 minutes?)

Purpose: They identify what bits of language they already know and can manipulate/adapt. They reduce the strategy of “when did we do this in class/homework?  This also ensures that they do not always start by translating from English.

Tips: It is essential that students really do brainstorm in L2 without external sources (dictionary or teacher). It may take some time to get them used to doing this. This could be done as a starter or single activity in one lesson with remaining stages done at different times.

Feedback: Teacher provides individual feedback (written or oral) on how much language they were able to recall which matches the task requirements. Also corrects some or all mistakes.
Stage 2

Activity: Students write 100 words in L1 of what they would like to say. (15 minutes?)

Purpose: To identify the gap between what they want to say and what language they have currently at their disposal. This will inevitably be a big gap. However, it avoids them believing that writing in L2 is trivial and childish.

Tip: Teacher could say already ‘try not to be too ambitious! You’ve got to put some of these ideas across later in French/Spanish etc.’

Feedback: Teacher provides individual feedback (written or oral) on how realistic they have selected the ideas that they want to write about

Stage 3

Activity: Students Make the L1 text simpler in preparation for first L2 draft.

Purpose: Identify the gap between what they already know and what they want to write and try (with the teacher’s feedback) to reduce the gap by a number of strategies (e.g. SVO)

Tip: stages 2 and 3 could be done at the same time as a ‘single stage’

Feedback: Teacher walks round and provides quick oral feedback as to whether they are ready to produce first L2 draft
Stage 4

Activity: Students begin to write first draft. They have in front of them their first brainstorm, all teacher feedback, a bilingual dictionary, writing strategy check sheets.

Purpose: encourage students to use full range of strategies (including avoidance), not just translating from L1

Tip: Teacher tells students to use resources wisely. To tick when they have used a formulation strategy and also when they have used a monitoring strategy. Ask them to underline any words they have looked up in the dictionary.

Feedback: (1) use peer feedback sheet for comments on content. (2) teacher selects 3 or 4 mistakes s/he wishes the student to ‘deal with’. Underlines them, and hands out the ‘reaction to teacher feedback sheet’ which is then collected in.

